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Balinese language in Multilingual Community in Bali.

Mechanism on the acquisition of Balinese language as mother tongue in multilingual

community, Denpasar.

This research is focused on the study of mechanism on acquisition of Balinese language in a
multilingual community Denpasar city. Theoretically, One of the most important aspects in bio-
linguistics diversity is the speakers’ acquisition of their own language (Chomsky 1965 , McNeill
1966 in Brown 2000, Fry 1979) as well as the surrounding environment of the speakers such as

the parent strategies to transmit the language to their children (Romain 1999). This condition of
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the speakers strongly determines and directly influences the acquisition, mastery, and the use of
language (Holmes 2001). This research is carried out to investigate: 1) the mastery and the
acquisition of Balinese language on parent and the children at the level of pre operation period
(Piaget 1972 in Brown 2000:61) or at the level of “adult like grammar” (Fry 1979), 2) Parent
strategies in transmitting language to their children, 3) The language use by the children in different
domains such as family, friendship, and education. The locations of the study are classified into
four main areas; in the North, South, West, and East Denpasar (see Suastra et al, 2017). The
subjects of the research were the children at the age of 4 to 6 years old where they were still in the
kindergarten schools. The application of a number of theories such as language acquisition
(Chomsky 1965, McNeill 1966 in Brown 2000, Fry 1979), parent strategies in transmitting
language (Romaine 1999), and language used by domains (Fishman 1972, Holmes 2001) are very
important as a basis of the analysis. The correlation of mastery, acquisition, and language use of
the children on Balinese in bio-linguistics diversity is able to produce a model of Balinese language
use in Denpasar multilingual community.
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